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PASTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT 

2018 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Paul often begins his letters with words of grace and gratitude, “Grace to you and peace from our Lord Jesus 

Christ…” “I give thanks to my God always for you…” And so my letter begins also with words of grace and 

gratitude. 

 

Grace to you…2018 was a hard year for us as a congregation as we witnessed 6 of our faithful members join 

the Church Triumphant, passing from this life to the next. It is one of my greatest privileges as your pastor to 

walk through those seasons of life with you and your families as you share with me your memories of your 

beloveds, as we laugh and cry, sorrow and  pray together and commend them to God’s eternal mercy and rest. 

What I also am privileged to witness, especially during those times, is how this congregation tends to one 

another, cares for one another, supports one another. Whether it be the Bereavement committee hosting a 

reception to follow the service, or any one of you sending a card, making a phone call, taking a meal, or 

offering a hug, those difficult times are made bearable because of the love and compassion this congregation 

shows and  offers. It is the grace of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit that empowers both the giving 

and receiving of such acts of love. 

So, grace…and gratitude. I give thanks for the ways this congregation takes care of each other. And I give 

thanks for the many ways this congregation serves so faithfully and generously. For those who serve on 

session and committees, who show up for meetings and who show up for ministry. For those who contribute 

over and above your pledge to special offerings throughout the year (the Souper Bowl of Caring offering, the 

One Great Hour of Sharing offering, the Mother’s Day offering, donations of bottled water, the Military 

Biblesticks offering, Back to School supplies for children in our community, donations made to fill Christmas 

food boxes, the JOY Gift offering, and that doesn’t cover all of them!), I am grateful. For those who share of 

your time and energy and talent--helping out at Harvest Hope, helping pick up trash along the road, 

participating in seasonal studies, serving as liturgists in worship, or as an usher or a counter or a hostess or an 

acolyte, sending cards, making phone calls. Everything that is done, even the seemingly little things mean a lot 

to someone, and for that I give thanks, as well. Sadly, we said thank you and farewell to our choir, after many 

faithful years of dedication and commitment, due to health and aging issues. We do hope to have some 

occasional and seasonal choral offerings in the future.   

As we look ahead into 2019, we are facing some financial strains. We may have some tough decisions to make 

and in the words of one of our wise members, “we need to ask ourselves what are we willing to do?” to be 

good stewards of all our resources and be faithful to God’s call and purpose for us here in this place at this 

time. I ask that you continue to join me and your session in prayer about this as this new year gets underway. 

May all that we offer to the glory of God be filled with both grace and gratitude.  

Peace and Grace, 

The Reverend Robyn Garrison 

 



ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018 

Administration: to provide leadership in planning, monitoring, and coordinating the personnel, programs, and 
resources of the church. 

Marion Chandler:  Moderator 

Committee Members:  Carlton Crisp, Bob Dunn, JoAnn VanSeters, Rev. Robyn Garrison (ex-oficio) 

The Administrative Committee is charged with recommending the annual Pastor's package to the Session so 

the Session can make a recommendation to the congregation.  However, this has not been a normal year.  The 

clerk who is chair of the committee has been sick for most of the year, and has not been able to perform many 

of the duties assigned to the committee.  Bob Dunn and Tom Barnes have managed most of the duties of the 

committee this year.   

The committee met and determined we needed to let our Office Assistant go during the Spring of 2018, and in 

her place hired a new Office Assistant, Louise Barker, who began work at Trinity in May, 2018. Louise has been 

a wonderful asset to our congregation and we are pleased with how well she is doing her job! 

The committee also met during the summer to make recommendations of members-at-large to serve on the 

Elder Nominating Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 2018 

Christian Education:  to provide leadership in providing educational material and programs needed to help all 

members of Trinity to become disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Committee Members: Stephanie Creek, Erin McMullen, Bob Dunn, Rev. Robyn Garrison (ex-oficio) 

January:     

February: Souper Bowl of Caring  

March:  

April:  Confirmation Sunday, 4/29/18: Serenity Anderson, Ashley Creek, Jackson Creek, and Benjamin 

McMullen became active members at Trinity! 

May:  Teacher Appreciation was held on May 27. Special offering of $135 given to “Educate a Child” 

June: Graduate Recognition Sunday, 6/10/18—we recognized Erin McMullen, Kara McMullen and 

Tyler Scott as High School graduates, Mary Katherine Johnson, who graduated from Winthrop 

University and Jessie Smith, who graduated from Union Seminary in Charlotte. 

  Sunday Worship Service for June, July and August at 10am: No Sunday School classes   

 CE to pay ½ camper fee for Camp Fellowship summer camp: Serenity Anderson, Benjamin 

McMullen 

July:   

August:  Blessing of the book bags on August 26 

September: Sunday Service at Weston Lake on 9/25 

 Youth Games following lunch at Weston Lake on 9/30/18 

October: Sunday School Kickoff: 10/4/18 – Sunday School for All Ages 

Fall Bible Study: “Christianity and World Religions”, 10/3 – 11/7 

  Youth trip to Corn Maze 10/28/18 

November: Youth “Cards and Pizza” on 11/11/18 

 CE Budget discussed and cut total of $150 for 2019 

December: The annual Spaghetti Supper/sing-along, Salvation Army stockings & bears was held on 

12/9/18.  The youth hosted the spaghetti dinner. Approximate total donations for Disaster 

Relief were  

 Advent Study: “Rejoice! Reflection on Songs of the Season”, bag lunch  



CONGREGATIONAL CARE/FELLOWSHIP ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018 

Congregational Care/Fellowship Committee: to provide leadership in caring for the spiritual, emotional and 

physical needs of church members, and to provide leadership in developing fellowship opportunities in the 

church for all members and their families. 

Moderator: Cecelia Montgomery 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  Judy Barnes, Dottie Copeland, Gerry Shiver, Betty Orta, Jewell Sams, Lynn Craycraft, 

Pam Roberts 

During 2018, this committee has provided support, care, and reached out to our congregation in a variety of 

ways: 

 Kept an ongoing inventory of needed supplies for the kitchen 

 Ordered supplies as needed 

 Assigned Hosts for Fellowship Time 

 Welcomed new members 

 Coordinated with Worship Committee for service at Weston Lake 

 Provided help with Trunk or Treat 

 Coordinated meals as needed for members; bereavement committee planned and provided, as 

needed, for funeral receptions; sent cards, arranged visits, and made phone calls to members  

 Presented the 2019 budget for our committee to the Stewardship Committee 

Plans and goals for 2019 for the Congregation Care/Fellowship Committee include: 

 Continue to support of our congregation in times of need with phone calls, cards, visits,  as needed; 

 Continue to support Rev. Robyn, as needed, to send out prayer bands and follow up with members 

involved; 

 Continue to support our congregation in planning receptions, luncheons, as needed; 

 Possibly resume 5th Sunday lunches; 

 Encourage continued involvement from our congregation and committee members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MISSION COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018 

Missions Committee: to provide leadership to enable the people of Trinity, through service to others, to make 

the love of Jesus Christ known to the people of our community, the nation, and the world. 

The Mission committee has had a successful year and we thank our congregation for their generous support 

and willingness to answer each and every call for help.  We thank Pastor Robyn Garrison for her help and ideas 

for the committee.  Through all these efforts and with God's help, we have had tremendous successes on 

behalf of our community missions and outreach.  

Accomplishments for 2018 include:  

1.  Continued monthly work days at Harvest Hope and had fun in the midst of being good neighbors. 

2.  Continued encouragement to our congregation for ongoing contributions of food and paper 

products for Harvest Hope. 

3.  Continued to host Family Promise every 3 months.  

4.   Special offerings received include: 

 One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

 Mother's Day Offering 

 Military Bible Sticks Offering 

 Bottled water for Oliver Gospel Mission throughout the summer from our congregation 

and the community 

 School supplies for children in need in our community in conjunction with Church of the 

Cross and Christ the King 

 Salvation Army Christmas stockings  

  Joy Gift Offering 

 

5.  We received donations for Christmas food boxes for families in need, and thanks to the generosity 

of our congregation, we were able to fill 20 boxes. 

 

Plans and goals for 2019 for the Mission Committee include: 

 Continue to support Harvest Hope and Oliver Gospel Mission in an effort to alleviate and eliminate 

hunger in our community; 

 Continue to support all other projects in which we have been involved this year; 

 Seek new and meaningful projects to help our neighbors; 

 Encourage continued involvement from our congregation and committee members. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dottie Copeland 

Missions Committee Chair 

 



OUTREACH ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018 

Outreach:  to provide leadership in reaching outside the walls of the church to share the good news of the 
gospel with those not affiliated with Trinity, those who have affiliated with Trinity through special programs, 
and in the community immediately surrounding Trinity.  Our intention is to bring the love of Jesus Christ to all 
those of our community and share in his ministry with them. 
 

Active Members:  Charlie Abbott, moderator, Ray and Linda Sweat, JoAnn Van Seters, Debbie Wood, and 

Pastor Garrison (ex-oficio). 

Trunk or Treat was our main event for the year.   Trinity sponsored the event and received outside support 

from neighbor churches Christ the King Lutheran and Church of the Cross Episcopal.  We had approximately 

250 participants for this outdoor event.   

New goals have not been determined at the time of this report.  A new committee chairperson will be 

installed in April 2019.   

Very respectfully, 

 

Charlie Abbott 

Outreach Committee Chairman  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROPERTY COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018 
 
Property Committee:  to provide leadership in planning for, caring for, and maintaining the church building, 
grounds and equipment. 
 
Moderator:  Virginia Godshall 
Committee members:  Neil Higgins, Ray and Linda Sweat, Bob Dunn, Frank Staley 
Ex-Officio:  Rev. Robyn Garrison 
 
 Items accomplished during 2018: 
 
1.  Purchase of chairs for the Chapel to be used during summer worship. 
 
2.  Installation of ceiling tiles in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
3.  Installation of light fixtures in several locations, as needed. 
 
4.  Installation of locks on fences surrounding A/C units. 
 
5.  Repaired or replaced lighting in the Chapel. 
 
A special thanks to Neil Higgins and Bob Dunn for their assistance and support. 

 
2018 Property Committee Budget: $30,140.00 
 
Goal for 2019: 
 

 Work towards a campaign for new ideas on maximizing use of the buildings to provide additional 
income to the church budget. 

 Ensure that buildings and grounds are maintained in a timely manner. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Virginia Godshall 
Property Committee Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STEWARDSHIP ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018 

Stewardship Committee:  to provide leadership to enable the people of Trinity to use their time, talents, and 

money to please and glorify God. 

Committee Members: Tom Barnes, Moderator, Frank Staley, Jewell Sams, Suzanne Cribb, Penny Chandler, 

Gerry Shiver, Cindy Moorer 

During 2018, the Stewardship Committee was involved with planning and implementing the Stewardship 

programs of the church.  

 Conducted the Stewardship Campaign for 2018 and recommended a budget to the Session for 

approval. 

 Time and Talent surveys were distributed to the congregation. Surveys were returned, tabulated and 

distributed to Session members. 

 Weekly offering was counted immediately after church and deposited in the bank. 

 All bills were paid by the Assistant Treasurer on a timely basis and checks were issued by the Assistant 

Treasurer upon presentation of a signed voucher by the Session Committee Moderator (except for 

payroll checks which were issued on a weekly or bi-weekly basis). 

 Monthly financial reports were prepared by the Assistant Treasurer and presented at Session 

meetings. These reports included current income and expenses as well as current activities in 

investment and reserve funds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE WORSHIP COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2018 

 

Worship Committee:   responsible for all aspects of the worship service: 

Supply pastors and organists, order of worship, music, communion, communion supplies (bread, juice, and 

cups), communion servers, communion training for incoming elders, ushers (supply and training), acolyte 

(supply and training), flowers for the sanctuary, and a lay person to serve as liturgist. The committee is also 

responsible for the use of the sanctuary for weddings, funerals, and other special services. We supply hearing 

aids for anyone in the congregation who needs them and the candles that are used in our service every 

Sunday and on Christmas Eve. 

 

MODERATOR: Wayne Cribb 

 

MEMBERS: Terri Allen, Pat Crisp, Katharine Baiden, Leathia Swann, and Bob Dunn               

EX-OFFICIO: Reverend Robyn Garrison  

           Ima Thibodeaux (choir director- resigned effective September 23, 2018)  

 

2018 WORSHIP COMMITTEE BUDGET  $3,458.00 

 

COMMITTEE ACCOMPLISHMENTS/PROJECTS THIS YEAR INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING: 

 JANUARY THRU MAY: REGULAR SERVICE @ 11 AM IN THE SANCTUARY.  

 JUNE THRU SEPTEMBER 23RD: SUMMER WORSHIP @ 10 AM IN THE CHAPEL 

 SEPTEMBER 30TH: 10 AM WORSHIP SERVICE AT LAKE WESTON. 

 OCTOBER THRU DECEMBER: 11 AM REGULAR SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY 

 JANUARY 28TH: CHOIR APPRECIATION DAY W/RECEPTION. 

 FEBRUARY 14TH: ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE HOSTED BY CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

 MARCH 29TH: TRINITY HOSTED THE MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE. 

 MARCH 30TH: GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE HOSTED BY THE CHURCH OF THE CROSS EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

 APRIL 1ST: EASTER COMMUNION SERVICE. 

 APRIL 29TH: YOUTH CONFIRMATION SUNDAY.  

 MAY 20TH: DAY OF PENTECOST. 

 MAY 27TH: SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY. MOVED BIBLES & HYMNALS FROM 

SANCTUARY TO CHAPEL. 

 JUNE 3RD: SUMMER WORSHIP IN THE CHAPEL @ 10 AM. 

 JUNE 10TH: GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY. 

 SEPTEMBER 30TH: WORSHIP AT WESTON LAKE. 

 OCTOBER 7TH: WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY.  

 NOVEMBER 22ND: COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE AT THE CHURCH OF THE CROSS @ 5 PM. 

 DECEMBER 2ND: HANGING OF THE GREENS SERVICE.  

 DECEMBER 24TH: CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE LIGHT COMMUNION @ 5 PM.  

WORSHIP SERVICE SUPPORT: 

 COMMUNION 

 NEW ELDER COMMUNION TRAINING 



 HOSTING CHOIR APPRECIATION DAY 

 SCHEDULING AND TRAINING ACOLYTES 

 SCHEDULING AND TRAINING USHERS 

 SCHEDULING LITURGIST 

 LARGE PRINT BUILLETINS 

 FLOWERS FOR OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

THE FLOWER COMMITTEE: 

FOR THE BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS IN OUR SANCTUARY THIS YEAR. 

KATHARINE BAIDEN 

FOR SCHEDULING LITURGISTS THIS YEAR. 

OUR SUPPLY PASTORS: 

REV. LUCY YOUNGBLOOD, REV. ALICE O’DELL, & REV. LARRY BATES 

OUR GUEST PIANIST: 

DR. CHERISSE MILLER, MS. KAREN YONG, MR. THOMAS PALMER, & MR. ROBERT BRACISZEWSKI 

BOB DUNN: 

FOR SCHEDULING AND TRAINING ACOLYTES THIS YEAR. 

TERI SMITH (JEWEL AND BILL SAMS DAUGHTER): 

FOR SUPPLYING OUR COMMUNION BREAD THIS YEAR. 

ALL THE USHERS THAT SERVED & HEAD USHERS, NEIL HIGGINS & BOB DUNN 

ALL THE MEMBERS THAT SERVED AS LITURGISTS & WORKED IN OUR NURSERY 

REV. ROBYN GARRISON, IMA THIBODEAUX, THE CHOIR MEMBERS, AND THE CONGREGATION FOR MAKING 

OUR WORSHIP SPECIAL. 

 

FOR THE COMMITTEE: 

WAYNE CRIBB 

 




