
  
 

Sunday, July 26, 2020 –  8
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
 

In Home Worship 

If you are unable to join us at 11:00 for our Zoom service or choose not to watch that service 

later on YouTube, we invite you to find some time today to worship God, whether on your own 

or with others in your home. An order of service is provided below. You are invited to speak the 

words aloud. This is written for multiple people, but if you are worshiping on your own, feel 

free to substitute “we” and “us” with “me” and “I.”  

 

Though we are in different locations this morning, let us, even so, worship God together! 

 

Call to Worship (from Psalm 105) 

O give thanks to the Lord and call on God’s name! 

Let us sing praises to God and tell of his wonderful works! 

Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice; let us seek the Lord and his strength, seeking 

God’s presence continually. 

Let us remember God’s wonderful works, miracles worked and judgments uttered. 

With thanks and praise, with rejoicing and song, let us worship God!  

 

Call to Confession 

As we examine our hearts, we are free to confess the truth about our lives before God whose 

faithfulness embraces us and opens the path to forgiveness and reconciliation. Let us pray… 

 

Prayer of Confession (read by one person or in unison) 

God of mystery, God of life, we confess that we imagine ourselves as capable judges of power 

and wisdom and goodness. We trust our own standards of what is and what should be; we 

separate and categorize according to our own hearts; we are critical of others. We fail to trust 

your power, hidden in all things. And we fail to watch for you, who are surely working your 

purposes out. Gracious God, you who are both hidden and revealed, transform our hearts, 
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enliven our imaginations until we yield our hearts to your love, such great a love that we cannot 

comprehend it. We confess our sins this day, in Jesus’ name…(You may offer here your own 

personal confessions…) Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, if God is for us, who can be against us? Nothing we have done, 

nothing we will ever do, is enough to separate us from God’s love made know in Jesus Christ. 

Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  (You are encouraged to call, text, or email 

someone with words of peace, hope and joy!) 
 

Scripture – Romans 8:26-39 (NRSV) 
26 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 
27 

And God, who searches the 

heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according 

to the will of God. 
28 

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose. 
29 

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 

to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 
30 

And 

those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those 

whom he justified he also glorified. 
31 

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
32 

He who did 

not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 

everything else? 
33 

Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 

justifies. 
34 

Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the 

right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 
35 

Who will separate us from the love of 

Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 

sword? 
36 

As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all day long; 

    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

38 
For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 

come, nor powers, 
39 

nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. AMEN. 
 

Scripture – Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52  (NRSV) 
31 

He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that 

someone took and sowed in his field; 
32 

it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown 



it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests 

in its branches.” 
33 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 

mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”… 

44 
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then 

in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 
46 

on finding one 

pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
47 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of 

every kind; 
48 

when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 

threw out the bad. 
49 

So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate 

the evil from the righteous 
50 

and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

51 
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 

52 
And he said to them, “Therefore 

every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 

who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God! 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (You may pray the following or use it as a guide 

to write your own prayer for the world and for specific needs and joys of which you are aware) 
 

Begin by taking several deep breaths, centering yourself and quieting your mind and heart… 

Holy God, we confess that we do not know how to pray as we ought. And we give thanks for 

your Spirit who intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words. We do not know how to live 

fully or freely, so we give you thanks that Jesus invites us into the life that is his, the life he 

shares with you. And so we keep coming, we keep coming before you because we want to live, 

fully, abundantly as you intend. Receive us, we pray, in our frailty, our brokenness, our 

complacency and our desire for you. 

 

We pray for your church all over the world, O God, that we would be seed and yeast where life 

is barren, dry, heavy or flat. May the life we find in you bind us to each other and to the world 

you love. We trust that no need is beyond your strength, your care or your love, and no one is 

too lost that they cannot be found and found in you. Merciful God, give us wisdom and courage 

beyond our imagining as we seek to serve as Christ serves. 

 

O God, you have blessed all humanity with understanding and the ability to choose what is 

good and true. We ask that you give to all leaders a vision of your world made whole, the 

wisdom to pursue it, and the will to accomplish it. We continue to pray for those in government, 



those in education, those in business. We pray that you will fill them with wisdom and 

understanding, with compassion and kindness as they seek the common good in these confusing 

and uncertain times. 

 

We thank you, O God, for the gift of Jesus Christ, who transforms our suffering and brokenness 

into healing and hope. Be with all who suffer hardship, distress or need. May those needs not be 

overlooked by the powerful, and, we pray, make those of us who know great privilege, respond 

to the needs and hopes of others with open hearts, open minds and open hands. Make us to 

serve as we grow in the mercy and compassion of Christ.  

 

In these days, we thank you for sturdy friendships and cherished memories that sustain us when 

our days feel long or difficult. We thank you for new ways of being and gathering that deepen 

our relationships with one another in surprising ways.  

 

Merciful God, we pray for those in need of an extra measure of hope, of love, of goodness, of 

faith this day. For those who are weary and overburdened, for those who are sick in body, mind 

or spirit, for those who need to be reminded of your unending love and care… 

 

Especially this day, we pray for… 

Katharine Baiden (had a biopsy on her thyroid on Thursday and is awaiting results) 

Jean Pope (placed under hospice care) 

Melanie Thompson (still dealing with pain in her shoulder) 

Name any others you know in need of prayer… 

 

Eternal God, keep calling us into the world as seed and yeast and treasure. Equip us for the 

challenges we face, for you are the source of our life and the deep well from which we drink. 

By the power of your Spirit, we make our prayers this day in the name of Jesus, who taught us 

to pray together, saying…Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive 

us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 

thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

You are invited to pause and reflect on all the goodness God has bestowed upon you and your 

family and to respond by visiting our website (www.trinitypresonline.com) and giving online, 

or by filling out your check for you weekly offering. If you are writing a check, please mail that 

to the church at some point this week. (1000 Greenlawn Dr., Columbia, SC 29209) 

 

 



Prayer 

Holy God, receive these offerings as you receive our lives. Gather our false starts and our 

uncertain efforts, our generosity and our reluctance. Enliven us with your breath, your Spirit, 

and make your purposes for us known, so that our lives may show forth your glory. We pray in 

the name of Jesus and by the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Charge and Blessing 

Go forth into this week believing that you are God’s precious treasure, that there is nothing, 

absolutely nothing that you can separate you from God’s love. Look for God in unexpected 

places and let us be about the daily work of bringing in the glorious kingdom of heaven. And 

may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you, those whom you love, and all God’s children everywhere. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources:  

Feasting on the Word, Liturgies for Year A, volume 2, Worship Companion. WJK Press, 2013. 


