
  
 

Sunday, November 22, 2020 –  Christ the King Sunday 
 

In Home Worship 

If you are unable to join us at 11:00 for our Zoom service or choose not to watch that service 

later on YouTube, we invite you to find some time today to worship God, whether on your own 

or with others in your home. An order of service is provided below. You are invited to speak the 

words aloud. This is written for multiple people, but if you are worshiping on your own, feel 

free to substitute “we” and “us” with “me” and “I.”  
 

Though we are in different locations this morning, let us, even so, worship God together! 
 

Call to Worship (Psalm 100) 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Worship the Lord with gladness; come into God’s 

presence with singing! 

Know that the Lord is God. It is the Lord that made us, and we are his; we are God’s 

people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter the Lord’s gates with thanksgiving, and the his courts with praise. Give thanks to the 

Lord, bless God’s holy name. 

For the Lord is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all 

generations. Let us worship God! 

 

Call to Confession 

Consumed by our own interests and desires, we are often unaware of God’s presence among us 

and around us, even within us. Yet God is merciful and eager to forgive. God’s power to 

transform even our stubborn hearts is great and beyond measure. Confident of such mercy and 

power, let us confess our sin… 

 

Prayer of Confession (read by one person or in unison) 

On this Christ the King Sunday, the culmination of the Christian year, we confess, O God, that 

our loyalties are misplaced and misdirected. We focus on ourselves, so much that we are unable 
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to tend to those in need. Rather than getting to know people personally, we write them off in 

categories—the hungry, the homeless, the oppressed—praying for them, but doing little else to 

offer aid or compassion. We are glad that you love and feed and care for us, but we confess that 

we fail to offer that same love and care to others. (You may offer here your own personal 

confessions…) Forgive us, merciful God, so that we might return to your fold and rejoice in 

your presence and live into your kingdom more fully. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the 

Lamb upon the throne. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 

Hear the good news of the gospel: however long we wander, however far we stray, the steadfast 

love of the Lord never ceases. It endures forever, seeking us out to call us back, to forgive us 

and free us, and set us on right paths once more. Let us trust this good news and be at peace. 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  (You are encouraged to call, text, or email 

someone with words of peace, hope and joy!) 
 

Scripture – Ephesians 1:15-23  (NRSV) 
15 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 

reason 
16 

I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 
17 

I pray that the 

God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 

revelation as you come to know him, 
18 

so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance among the saints, 
19 

and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 

believe, according to the working of his great power. 
20 

God put this power to work in Christ 

when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21 

far 

above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not 

only in this age but also in the age to come. 
22 

And he has put all things under his feet and has 

made him the head over all things for the church, 
23 

which is his body, the fullness of him who 

fills all in all.  AMEN. 

 

Scripture – Matthew 25:31-46 (NRSV) 
31 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 

throne of his glory. 
32 

All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people 

one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 
33 

and he will put the sheep 

at his right hand and the goats at the left. 
34 

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 

‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world; 
35 

for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 



me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 
36 

I was naked and you gave me 

clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 
37 

Then the 

righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or 

thirsty and gave you something to drink? 
38 

And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 
39 

And when was it that we saw you sick or in 

prison and visited you?’ 
40 

And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 

one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 
41 

Then he will say to 

those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for 

the devil and his angels; 
42 

for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me nothing to drink, 
43 

I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 

not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 
44 

Then they also will answer, 

‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 

and did not take care of you?’ 
45 

Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not 

do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 
46 

And these will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God! 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (You may pray the following or use it as a guide 

to write or pray your own prayer for the world and for specific needs and joys of which you are 

aware) 
 

Gracious God, when the Son of Man comes in glory and judges between the nations, the gospel 

we have heard today leaves us wondering where will we find ourselves; among the sheep or the 

goats? We recognize our limited ability to know when we see you and we know that we fail to 

even look for your image in the least of the members of your family. There is so much need, it 

can be overwhelming and leave us feeling helpless. We pray for the eyes to see you and the 

faith and courage to follow you, to find you in the least of these and to offer compassion and 

mercy, even when those actions feel like a mere drop in a very large ocean. We ask again for 

your mercy when our loyalty to lesser gods obscures your image in us and blinds us to your 

image in others.  

 

On this last Sunday of the Christian year, we reflect on a season of much turmoil and pain. 

There are those known to us and countless others known only to you who suffer in body, mind 

and spirit, yearning to be sought out and cared for with compassion. We pray that those far off 

would be gathered close and welcomed home. We ask that the injured have their wounds 

bound. We lift up to you those who are grieving and those who cannot quiet their fears and 

worries. We trust your word, that you yourself will seek out the vulnerable, that you yourself 

will bring justice, that you yourself will heal and make whole those who are hungry, lonely or 



imprisoned. We ask for the wisdom and courage to participate in the outpouring of your 

compassion on the world you so love.  

 

We lift up this day the needs of which we are aware… Name people, places and situations you 

know in need of prayer. You may wish to include those who were on the prayer band this past 

week… 

 

Even as we recognize the great needs and the deep hurt around and within us, we know too the 

joy of your sure presence and the gift of this earthly life. We do not want to neglect to give 

thanks for the beauty of your creation, for the love of our friends and family, for the pleasure we 

find in music or art, and the provision of our daily bread. There is, if we stop to think about it, 

always more than we can name for which to rejoice, give thanks and sing. So for all your good 

blessings, those which we notice and those we fail to notice, we do give you our heartfelt 

thanks. 

 

As we begin to move to the season of Advent next week, O God, we look in hope to what will 

be, the fulfillment of your kingdom here on earth, trusting that you are unquestionably Lord of 

all and Christ is indeed king—of our hearts, of our lives, of the nations, of all creation. There is 

nowhere we can flee from your Spirit; there is no one who is beyond the range of your ability to 

care for, to redeem or to transform. Trusting in this knowledge we live our lives and make our 

prayer in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray, saying…Our Father, who 

art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and 

the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

You are invited to pause and reflect on all the goodness God has bestowed upon you and your 

family and to respond by visiting our website (www.trinitypresonline.com) and giving online, 

or by filling out your check for you weekly offering. If you are writing a check, please mail that 

to the church at some point this week. (1000 Greenlawn Dr., Columbia, SC 29209)  

 

Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving 

Holy God, our King, our Shepherd, our Lord, our Savior, use us and the gifts we offer this 

week, we pray. Bless and multiply them so that the least of these members of your family 

would be fed, visited, cared for and clothed in your name, for by so doing, we honor your 

presence and your image in them and all people. Through Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 

 



Charge and Blessing 

Let us go in peace to love and faithfully serve the Lord, who is found in the guise of every face 

until Christ comes to welcome his people home. Let us go with grateful hearts. As we celebrate 

Thanksgiving this coming week, let us indeed be grateful for the joy and privilege it is to serve 

Christ. And as we enter this new week, may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit go with you, be with those whom you love, and with all 

God’s children everywhere this day and forevermore. Amen. 
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