
  
 

Sunday, January 24, 2021      –  3
rd

 Sunday after Epiphany 
 

In Home Worship 

If you are unable to join us at 11:00 for our Zoom service or choose not to watch that service 

later on YouTube, we invite you to find some time today to worship God, whether on your own 

or with others in your home. An order of service is provided below. You are invited to speak the 

words aloud. This is written for multiple people, but if you are worshiping on your own, feel 

free to substitute “we” and “us” with “me” and “I.”  
 

Though we are in different locations this morning, let us, even so, worship God together! 
 

Call to Worship (from Psalm 62) 

For God alone may our souls wait in silence, 

For our hope is from him. 

The Lord alone is our rock and salvation, our fortress, we shall not be shaken. 

On God rests our deliverance and our honor; our mighty rock, our refuge is in God. 

Let us pour out our hearts before God, in whom we trust at all times. 

God is a refuge for us. Let us worship in spirit and in truth! 

 

Call to Confession 

When we pass through deep waters or face times of fiery trials, the Lord our God is with us. 

With confidence in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. Let us pray… 

 

Prayer of Confession (read by one person or in unison) 

 Forgiving God, we repent this day, eager for your kingdom to come near to us and in us and 

through us. We repent of all the ways we turn from you. You call us, but we do not listen and 

cling tightly to things that cannot give us life abundant. You show us your path, but we prefer 

our own way. (You may offer here your own personal confessions…) Forgive us, we pray, heal 

us and lead us back to your heart, so that having received your mercy, we might show mercy to 

others. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
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Assurance of Forgiveness 

Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance: Jesus Christ came into 

the world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in his body on the the cross, so that we 

might be dead to sin and alive to all that is good! I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, 

we are, each one of us, forgive and set free to live lives of love and service. Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  (You are encouraged to call, text, or email 

someone with words of peace, hope and joy!) 

 

Scripture—Jonah 3:1-5, 10 (NRSV) 

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 
2 
“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great 

city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 
3 
So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, 

according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ 

walk across. 
4 
Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days 

more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 
5 
And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 

proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth… 

10 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 

about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. AMEN. 

 

Scripture – Mark 1:14-20 (NRSV) 

14 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 

15 
and 

saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the 

good news.” 

16 
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 

into the sea—for they were fishermen. 
17 

And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make 

you fish for people.” 
18 

And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
19 

As he went a 

little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 

mending the nets. 
20 

Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 

with the hired men, and followed him. 

This is the Word of the Lord! Thanks be to God! 

 

 

  



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (You may pray the following or use it as a guide 

to write or pray your own prayer for the world and for specific needs and joys of which you are 

aware) 
 

Eternal God, we praise you that in Jesus Christ your kingdom has drawn near and is present 

even now in our midst. Shine your light upon us and help us to live as if it were so, to be brave 

enough to see it and brave enough to be it, to bear witness to your presence among us and to 

your work in the world.  

 

Strengthen us, we pray, so that we no longer accept the world that just is, but rather lean into the 

world as it should be and to recognize that what just is isn’t always justice. Awaken us, so that 

we are no longer numb to violence or to the suffering of others. Empower us by your Spirit to 

engage in those places where your reign is struggling to break through even now. We 

acknowledge, O God, the skepticism in our world, and sometimes even within our own hearts, 

skepticism that your reign is at hand or that you are at work in the world, making not all new 

things, but all things new. Forgive us for doubting the reality and power and even the presence 

of your kingdom. Help us to believe in the One who proclaimed your kingdom’s presence 

among us and who lived and died for our sakes because he knew it was so. Empower us by your 

very Spirit that raised him from the dead to participate in your life-giving work in the world.  

 

Hear our prayers for your world, for a global community that is continues to suffer and struggle 

under a raging pandemic. We pray that you would grant strength and endurance to medical 

personnel who continue to tend those who are desperately ill; comfort families who are grieving 

the loss of loved ones. We pray for our own troubled country as we navigate tumultuous 

transitions and seek somehow to move forward as a nation. We pray for wise discernment 

among our elected leaders as they grapple with enormous challenges, in order to bring health, 

healing, peace and justice to our land. 

 

Sovereign God, we pray for your Church in all places, as we continue to bear witness to your 

holy name, and especially we pray for our congregation, for our session, for our members and 

friends, for those who struggle with being church in this new and different and difficult way and 

time, for those who feel displaced. We give you thanks for holding us together, for uniting us by 

your Spirit even while we do not physically gather together, and for all the many ways we have 

continued to serve you and our neighbors during this time. 

 

Healing God, we lift up those in need of your mercy, those who are struggling with food 

insecurity, those who are without shelter, those who remain isolated and weary and lonely. We 

lift our prayers for those who sick in body, mind or spirit. Shine your light upon them, give 



them hope and comfort and peace. Especially this day we pray for……(add your own personal 

prayers here or you may use those whose were sent out via the prayer band this week) 

 

Finally, O God, we thank you for your never-ending presence, for drawing near to us as we 

pray. You are our rock and our fortress and we wait and rest in you, eager to serve and  share 

and engage in the ways you are bringing in the new world of your making. We pray all these 

things in the name of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray together, saying…Our Father, who art 

in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and 

the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

You are invited to pause and reflect on all the goodness God has bestowed upon you and your 

family and to respond by visiting our website (www.trinitypresonline.com) and giving online, 

or by filling out your check for you weekly offering. If you are writing a check, please mail that 

to the church at some point this week. (1000 Greenlawn Dr., Columbia, SC 29209)  

 

Prayer of Dedication and Thanksgiving 

Almighty and merciful God, from whom comes all that is good, we praise you for your mercies, 

for your goodness towards us, for your grace that sustains us, for your discipline that corrects 

us, your patience that has borne with us, and your love that redeems us every day. Help us to 

love you with all that we are and to be thankful for all your gifts by serving you, offering 

ourselves to you, and delighting to do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Charge and Blessing 

The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God has come near in Christ Jesus. May we repent, 

each new day, and believe and live this good news! As we enter this week ahead, may the grace 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with each 

one of us, those whom we love, and all God’s children everywhere. Amen. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Resources: Feasting on the Word: Liturgies for Year B, volume 1, W/JKP, 2014 

Book of Common Worship, W/JKP,  2018 

Amanda Gorman, The Hill We Climb, 2021 

Presbyterian Outlook, Roger Gench, Liturgy for January 24, 2021. 


