
 

 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

COVID-19 Reopening Worship Guidelines 
 

 

As we begin the process of returning to in-person worship and other meetings/gatherings here at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, the Session has discussed and approved the following guidelines to be in use. Those who 
come to worship or other meetings/gatherings in person are required to abide by these guidelines. Persons 
who attend worship or other meetings/gatherings at the church assume the risk and liability of being exposed 
to the virus by attending in person. We will continue to provide online services as well, and encourage anyone 
who is at risk or does not feel comfortable returning to in-person services to continue to worship with us 
remotely. These guidelines will be in effect until the Session directs otherwise, determined by guidelines put 
forth by the CDC, SCDHEC, and Trinity Presbytery. As conditions continue to improve, we will be easing these 
restrictions.  

 

Responsibilities of Trinity Presbyterian Church Session: 

1. Encourage high risk individuals not to come to worship in person until the risk is further decreased. 
2. Ensure common spaces are cleaned regularly with emphasis on surfaces commonly touched by all 

(door handles, bathroom surfaces, etc.). Ensure that meetings are held in the Fellowship Hall only 
and are scheduled with at least 48 hours in between each meeting. 

3. Supply hand sanitizer, and disposable masks (for those who might forget theirs) in the Narthex.  
4. Require worshippers to enter and exit through the side doors at the front of the sanctuary on the 

Trinity Dr. side only and to maintain six feet of distance from other worshipers. 
5. Post signs reminding those attending to follow best practices in social distancing, hand washing and 

other hygiene. 
6. Post signs on the Church doors requesting that worshippers not enter if ill or if they have had contact 

with someone who is ill. 
7. A nursery for children four years and younger will be provided throughout the worship service, if 

their parents so choose. Nursery workers are required to wear masks. Children who are 
Kindergarten-aged and up will remain in worship at this time. Until we are through this pandemic, 
we will not be providing worship activity bags, but parents are welcome to bring non-electronic, 
quiet activities for their children (books, coloring books, etc).  

8. Refrain from passing any items that might spread infection: offering plates, friendship registers, etc. 
Bulletins, if used, will be placed on an easily accessible table for worshippers to pick up  themselves 
as they enter. We will remove hymnals and bibles from the pews during this time. 

9. Refrain from celebration of communion that includes the passing of plates of bread or juice, and 
offer no shared food or drink after worship or during other meetings/gatherings. 

10. Have ushers monitor entrances and exits to minimize crowding and seat worshippers in an orderly 
fashion. At the conclusion of worship, ushers will dismiss the sanctuary by rows to eliminate 
crowding inside the building. 

11. Worship leaders (singers, liturgists and preacher) will wear masks unless leading worship at a 
microphone. 

12. If it is determined that a person has exposed the congregation to the virus in a worship service, DHEC 
will be informed and in-person worship may be discontinued as we observe a collective time of 
quarantining to prevent us from spreading the virus any further. The congregation will be advised of 
this information by email.



 

 

Responsibilities of those attending in-person worship, meetings, etc: 
1. Individuals will monitor themselves for symptoms before coming to worship/meetings. Any fever, 

chills, cough, muscle pain, sore throat of other symptoms of illness mean the individual must stay 
home. 

2. After an illness requiring quarantine, you may return when you have been fever-free for three days, 
without the use of fever-reducing medications, AND at least ten days have passed since symptoms 
appeared. 

3. If individuals have had recent close contact with a person diagnosed with COVID-19 they must stay 
home until fourteen days after their last exposure to that person. If they have been caring for 
someone with COVID-19, they are to remain absent from worship for 14 days after the ill person has 
been fever-free for three days (a total of 17 days). 

4. Worshippers are required to enter and leave the building for worship using side doors leading into the 
narthex/sanctuary from the Trinity Dr. side only. Ushers will seat each family unit, maximizing space, and 
dismiss each family unit at the end of worship. 

5. Worshippers are required to wear face coverings at all times. 
6. Worshippers are asked to refrain from bringing personal cups or beverages into the sanctuary. 
7. Soloists and musicians may provide hymns or special music (at a distance of 20 feet from worshippers 

per guidance from Trinity Presbytery), but worshippers are asked not to sing. 
8. Worshippers/Family Units will maintain a 6-10 feet distance from those not with them, and refrain 

from intentional physical contact with others. Worshippers will refrain from walking around the 
sanctuary once seated. 

9. Worshippers will use only the single occupant restrooms (one for men and one for women) in the 
hallway between the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. 

10. Those attending meetings/gatherings will meet only in the Fellowship Hall, wear face coverings and 
remain distanced, using only the Fellowship Hall doors to the parking lot. The restrooms down the hall 
to the sanctuary may be used.  

11. Every worshipper is encouraged to ask for what they need to feel safe and to speak to an Usher if they 
have concerns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by Trinity Presbyterian Church session, March 18, 2021; revised April 22, 2021. 
With gratitude to Forest Lake Presbyterian Church’s session approved guidelines as a model. 


